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It's all in the name
Posted by eerie - 24 Nov 2022 19:25
_____________________________________

Hi there all my anonymous friends!

I am on here for a while, most of the time just to sign in and update where I'm holding, but from
time to time I do read around some posts on the forums, and I am really at a loss of words when
I try to describe what I think about all of you. I'm simply awed into silence. You guys are all
amazing, fighting the terrible urges, sometimes in such difficult circumstances, from complicated
pasts, I stand humbled. I am so proud to at least be part of the same nation, even if I don't come
close. Keep up the fight and may Hashem be with all  of you and may you feel his closeness.

And now, Hi! I gave myself the name eerie because that's what I think about my situation. I am
blissfully married to a really special person,(which, I learned from the posts on this site, is not to
be taken for granted. It's something that so many of my dear friends here struggle with, their
addictions creating issues in their marriage and the problems in their marriage further
exacerbating their addictions) and we have a few wonderful kids. I really cannot imagine a
better marriage, we respect each other, love each other, communicate beautifully, and my
intimate life is wonderful. I believe my wife would say the same.  I am a seriously respected
member of my community, I am in a position of chinuch (and I think I do a pretty good job:)), so
why oh why on earth am I here? What would the people think if they knew? Would I still have a
wife? Would they let me talk to my kids? At that point would I even care about my job or my
life's mission? I BH had a wonderful upbringing, loving and caring parents who are very proud of
their "successful kli kodesh" son. What would they think if they knew? These thoughts were on
my mind as I created my account and the feeling I had was "This is eerie. A mechanech. A
talmid chacham. Sought after maggid shiur. This is totally eerie." So there you have it. It's all in
the name.

A little about me. I think many of you would disagree but I don't think I'm addicted to P&M. I
have normal urges like all healthy people. I have no smartphone (if you would only hear me
speak about the downfalls), no computer at home. So where and when do/did I fall? I called a
talk line by mistake, I was trying to reach a company. I was horrified. I hung up and told my wife
about it. But, of course, my curiosity  plus urge  got me to call. This was probably 10+ years
ago, called maybe 10 times total. Can't remember the last time I did that. Then my wife got a
smartphone, and we blocked the browser entirely through parental controls, with each of us
having half the code. Of course, when I was down I tried a few times and of course I figured out
her half. Here and there I would go on really bad sites. Not long thereafter we got rid of that
phone. That was also 10+ years ago/ But every once in a while I fall. I once found that one
computer in the Yeshiva (!!!!) where I work had no filter. You read that right.. No filter, in the
yeshiva computer! I would estimate that once in 2-3 months I went on really bad stuff there. One
day I just realized that I need accountability, so I came to GYE. I know I have to answer to
someone, I'm going to write it if I fall, and that helps me.

Now you might wonder, what am I writing this for? I am writing it first of all because I feel a
kinship and I feel likes it's "therapeutic" to tell my story someplace. Because even the people
that I really trust, I can't tell them any of this. I sometimes wish there was an anonymous phone
line where I could call and tell a Rav what I struggle with, to get it out of my system. When I was
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bachur I was really close to my rebbeim, and I shared with them even my deepest secrets and
struggles, I would tell my Rebbe if I M'd. BH I didn't stuggle with that much, but I did do it a few
times in my bachurishe years, and my rebbe knew/knows about it. Maybe I'm weird that I
shared that with my rebbe, but that's me. If I felt an attraction to a bachur I told him, and he
understood me, always helped me, never judged me. There's no question that having such a
person in my life changed me in unimaginable ways.  Alas, I don't think I'll ever have the nerve
to go to anyone and discuss my normal struggles and mistakes at this point. What would a rav
or even my rebbe, whom I am still very close to 20+ years later, think if a person in my position
came and said "I struggle with this. Once in a while I can fall into watching P." I can't do that, so
I'm saying it here. I'm a healthy person with normal urges and desires and it can happen that I
fall sometimes. I try to avoid unfiltered machines, when I'm at my parents' house I don't touch
their devices,  I told them to never let my kids touch their things and I warn my children to stay
away, not even to look at Grandma's phone. But I know that every once in a while I'll find a
device, and my urges, desires and curiosity (yes, I am still curious as to what some tags on
some sites are supposed to mean. Curiosity is powerful.) can get the better of me. I joined GYE
so I have to give an accounting, and I even had a fall since I joined, which I reported. I have a
life's story, like everyone else, and here I shared some. Maybe some more another time.

But another reason I write this is because I look at what other people have written here, and I
realize how small I am. I, the guy who sits up front at dinners, the guy whom you may have even
heard at a dinner or some other place, I look at you in awe. Because I am not torn to shreds like
some of you are, I have a happy marriage, and so many of you are working so hard to just keep
the pieces in place. You are brutally honest with yourselves, and in spite of being in places I
have only read about, doing things out there....in spite of that you are here, trying mightily to get
only closer to Hashem, to be good, to be clean. I also struggle, but nowhere nearly as much as
most of the people here. And I wish I could shake your hand and tell you how proud I am of you.
I am so proud, and I know that I can't imagine how proud Hashem is. Keep it up!!! In this world
I'm at the head table at the dinner, but believe me, at the se'udas livyason you guys will be up
there, I hope I'll at least be in the crowd!

========================================================================
====

Re: It's all in the name
Posted by sleeepy - 10 Feb 2023 20:23
_____________________________________

Eerie wrote on 10 Feb 2023 19:51:

I had a question I hope some of you can answer. Why is it that when we ask questions nobody

writes anything, but when we are stating our opinion everybody has what to say?

 Oh, nobody
will answer because I asked, so I'll write this as fact. 

Eerie says: When we ask questions people let it pass, but when we state things as fact
everybody has what to say
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maybe people are confused that before  you ask your question you preface it with a statement "i
have a question" so people arent sure 

1.if youre asking a question

or

2.  youre just stating a fact that you have a question and your not realy interested in getting
answer.

thanks to the "?"mark ,its not necasary to preface your question with "i have a question"

anothen reason might be because when you say I HAVE A QUESTION,it might sound like your
question is a bomba question which is challeging the greatest minds of gye to answer so all of
us regular guys dont bother to answer it.

if you would preface your statements with I HAVE A STATEMENT, you might get the same
silent reaction

========================================================================
====

Re: It's all in the name
Posted by Shmuel - 10 Feb 2023 20:30
_____________________________________

Eerie wrote on 10 Feb 2023 19:51:

I had a question I hope some of you can answer. Why is it that when we ask questions nobody

writes anything, but when we are stating our opinion everybody has what to say?

 Oh, nobody
will answer because I asked, so I'll write this as fact. 

Eerie says: When we ask questions people let it pass, but when we state things as fact
everybody has what to say

Im here a few years now and i haven't observed such a pattern. 
Warning: Spoiler!
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========================================================================
====

Re: It's all in the name
Posted by Eerie - 10 Feb 2023 20:35
_____________________________________

[quote="iLoveHashem247" post=391898 date=1676060300 catid=19]

] wrote:

Thank you for this post! Did you ever end up reaching out to your rabbi from your youth? I have
not yet have a chance to read through all of your posts on this thread.

Not as far as this struggle is concerned. I did reach out to HHM and I've made some incredible
friends here, friends who look after me and care about me. I have been thinking lately that
maybe I should open up to my rebbe, but I'm not sure if there's a point and it definitely will be
very very difficult for me. He's a smart man, but I don't think he has ruach hakodesh. He knows
me for 20+ years as a yeshiva bachur, kollel yungerman, maggid shiur. What will my opening up
to him do to his perception of me? I learned here that the one he has now is not a false
perception, just an incomplete picture. I don't know if I should fill in the missing parts for him. It
will be very painful for me, and what's to be gained? On the other hand, I feel like I really want to
be open, as part of the normalization of the struggle, as I've written in regards to having friends
in this with me. But I have not decided anything yet. Anybody have any thoughts?

========================================================================
====

Re: It's all in the name
Posted by Eerie - 10 Feb 2023 20:41
_____________________________________

Shmuel wrote on 10 Feb 2023 20:30:

Eerie wrote on 10 Feb 2023 19:51:
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I had a question I hope some of you can answer. Why is it that when we ask questions nobody

writes anything, but when we are stating our opinion everybody has what to say?

 Oh, nobody
will answer because I asked, so I'll write this as fact. 

Eerie says: When we ask questions people let it pass, but when we state things as fact
everybody has what to say

Im here a few years now and i haven't observed such a pattern. 
Warning: Spoiler!

I was just joking around, I have ended some posts lately with questions, and nobody answered
them. that's all. have a wonderful Shabbos!

========================================================================
====

Re: It's all in the name
Posted by Shmuel - 10 Feb 2023 21:03
_____________________________________

Eerie wrote on 10 Feb 2023 20:41:

Shmuel wrote on 10 Feb 2023 20:30:
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Eerie wrote on 10 Feb 2023 19:51:

I had a question I hope some of you can answer. Why is it that when we ask questions nobody

writes anything, but when we are stating our opinion everybody has what to say?

 Oh, nobody
will answer because I asked, so I'll write this as fact. 

Eerie says: When we ask questions people let it pass, but when we state things as fact
everybody has what to say

Im here a few years now and i haven't observed such a pattern. 
Warning: Spoiler!

I was just joking around, I have ended some posts lately with questions, and nobody answered
them. that's all. have a wonderful Shabbos!

Thanks for clarifying.Have a wonderful Shabbos!

========================================================================
====

Re: It's all in the name
Posted by iLoveHashem247 - 10 Feb 2023 21:17
_____________________________________

[quote="Eerie" post=391901 date=1676061320 catid=19]

                                    6 / 12

/forum/19-Introduce-Yourself/391897-Re-Its-all-in-the-name


GYE - Guard Your Eyes
Generated: 23 May, 2025, 17:50

iLoveHashem247 wrote on 10 Feb 2023 20:18:

] wrote:

Thank you for this post! Did you ever end up reaching out to your rabbi from your youth? I have
not yet have a chance to read through all of your posts on this thread.

Not as far as this struggle is concerned. I did reach out to HHM and I've made some incredible
friends here, friends who look after me and care about me. I have been thinking lately that
maybe I should open up to my rebbe, but I'm not sure if there's a point and it definitely will be
very very difficult for me. He's a smart man, but I don't think he has ruach hakodesh. He knows
me for 20+ years as a yeshiva bachur, kollel yungerman, maggid shiur. What will my opening up
to him do to his perception of me? I learned here that the one he has now is not a false
perception, just an incomplete picture. I don't know if I should fill in the missing parts for him. It
will be very painful for me, and what's to be gained? On the other hand, I feel like I really want to
be open, as part of the normalization of the struggle, as I've written in regards to having friends
in this with me. But I have not decided anything yet. Anybody have any thoughts?

Aderaba I think it would be an added source of support and if he is as wise as you make him out
to be, he would respect you for fighting the good fight. 

confirm with HHM but I would definitely make use of that channel of support

========================================================================
====

Re: It's all in the name
Posted by simchastorah - 23 Feb 2023 12:16
_____________________________________

As healing as it is to open up our scary secrets to others and find acceptance, it can be
incredible painful to open up and feel rejection. I myself opened up to my Rebbi about it in the
past, before my issues got as serious as they did in recent months, and though I know him to be
a very broad-minded and wise person, I did feel a certain amount of rejection. I may be picking
up on something real, or I may be imagining it, but either way that has been my experience, and
it has negatively affected my relationship with him. This is a disaster, because having a positive
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relationship with my Rebbi was absolutely critical in my life as a frum yid, as I'm sure your
relationship with your Rebbi has been for you.

So if there's any chance that you will come away with feelings which will cause difficulty in your
relationship with you're Rebbi, it's advisable to be extremely cautious before opening up. But if
in the end the relationship will be fine, I don't think the pain of the experience is a reason not to
do it. Aderaba it's a pain of healing.

========================================================================
====

Re: It's all in the name
Posted by iLoveHashem247 - 23 Feb 2023 14:17
_____________________________________

simchastorah wrote on 23 Feb 2023 12:16:

As healing as it is to open up our scary secrets to others and find acceptance, it can be
incredible painful to open up and feel rejection. I myself opened up to my Rebbi about it in the
past, before my issues got as serious as they did in recent months, and though I know him to be
a very broad-minded and wise person, I did feel a certain amount of rejection. I may be picking
up on something real, or I may be imagining it, but either way that has been my experience, and
it has negatively affected my relationship with him. This is a disaster, because having a positive
relationship with my Rebbi was absolutely critical in my life as a frum yid, as I'm sure your
relationship with your Rebbi has been for you.

So if there's any chance that you will come away with feelings which will cause difficulty in your
relationship with you're Rebbi, it's advisable to be extremely cautious before opening up. But if
in the end the relationship will be fine, I don't think the pain of the experience is a reason not to
do it. Aderaba it's a pain of healing.

It may help the relationship to follow up with your Rav and share your victories with him. Could
be he simply didn’t know how to react/guide you and updating him with your successes and
how you got to that success could be a chizuk and guidance to him as well.

========================================================================
====

Re: It's all in the name
Posted by Eerie - 24 Feb 2023 00:29
_____________________________________

Hi there all my holy friends! Maybe I'm mistaken but it seems to me that there are a whole
bunch of new faces here, each with so much to offer. I feel like there are tons of new people
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joining every day, and they are actively involved, beautiful! We have to ask Geshmak!, I think he
keeps track of how many people are signed up, signing up, will sign up, have thought about
signing up, should be signing up;)

I guess those who came before me have seen it happen many times before, but for me the
most amazing part is watching the new members here post their story, watch them learn this
place, and following them as they grow, as they learn to identify their challenges, learn how to
deal with them, strategize, and to see them really fight back, which is the success, it is so
heartwarming to see people growing and graduating these issues. I know, I sound like de elter
zeide, but hey, maybe I am:)

========================================================================
====

Re: It's all in the name
Posted by Geshmak! - 24 Feb 2023 03:52
_____________________________________

Eerie wrote on 24 Feb 2023 00:29:

Hi there all my holy friends! Maybe I'm mistaken but it seems to me that there are a whole
bunch of new faces here, each with so much to offer. I feel like there are tons of new people
joining every day, and they are actively involved, beautiful! We have to ask Geshmak!, I think he
keeps track of how many people are signed up, signing up, will sign up, have thought about
signing up, should be signing up;) I guess those who came before me have seen it happen
many times before, but for me the most amazing part is watching the new members here post
their story, watch them learn this place, and following them as they grow, as they learn to
identify their challenges, learn how to deal with them, strategize, and to see them really fight
back which is the success, it is so heartwarming to see people growing and graduating these
issues. I know, I sound de elter zeide, but hey, maybe I am:)

Lol! 

gradah gimpelovitz sounds pretty zaidesh to me… so yeah it makes sense. But all jokes aside. I
love to watch it too!! And guess what I think our beloved father in haven loves it too!!!

??? ???!!

========================================================================
====

Re: It's all in the name
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Posted by Eerie - 24 Feb 2023 19:59
_____________________________________

I just realized, all these heilige Yidden that are showing up lately, they don't even know who
cordnoy is!!! How crazy is that! I'm sure there were other special and powerful people that
posted before I came that I don't know about, but that they won't know him, that's nuts. I think
we should start a petition that cordnoy should start posting again. Reb Geshmak!, you in? Get

the oilam riled up!!

========================================================================
====

Re: It's all in the name
Posted by iwillmanage - 26 Feb 2023 09:37
_____________________________________

Totally agree, Eerie. I really wish he would post again, it's such a shame. There's so much to
learn from an old timer's perspective. It pierces right through the bluff straight to the point. I'm
available to be mitztaref for hatoras nedorim, if necessary..

And you probably never met trouble. He also vanished into thin air from one post to the next
some months ago. No farewell party or anything, as if we don't care that he's gone. Brilliantly
camouflaged but always so much wisdom and honesty between the lines. If someone could
bring him back as well, at least for adar…

========================================================================
====

Re: It's all in the name
Posted by sleeepy - 27 Feb 2023 05:29
_____________________________________

iwillmanage wrote on 26 Feb 2023 09:37:

Totally agree, Eerie. I really wish he would post again, it's such a shame. There's so much to
learn from an old timer's perspective. It pierces right through the bluff straight to the point. I'm
available to be mitztaref for hatoras nedorim, if necessary..

And you probably never met trouble. He also vanished into thin air from one post to the next
some months ago. No farewell party or anything, as if we don't care that he's gone. Brilliantly
camouflaged but always so much wisdom and honesty between the lines. If someone could
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bring him back as well, at least for adar…

 regarding Reb cordnoy ,as great as he is ,unfortunately there was a tumult a while ago about 
it,not  saying that he is a bad person c"v ,but when someone posts something and a moderator
disagrees ,it unfairly unbalances the debate due to the feeling if hes the moderator he must be
correct ,even though he says that hes  not posting as a moderator and even though the bar
plugta has a very valid point .

then there is another problem that if the moderator has many chasidim  so due to being faithful
theyll crowd up his thank you box with twenty thank yous while the person who made the
opposing point may be really the one who is correct but due to the lack of thank yous in his box
, people tend to think he must be wrong since his  ty box is  tohu va vah'hu .

so let him him continue doing his great job as moderator  like tuliemod and menachemmod,and
the others that i forgot at this moment . if he really has an important point to point out let him
make an anonymous username and post and the reader can decide on the merit of the post
alone and not due to being intimidated into silence because the moderator said his opinion,and
therefore the other guy MUST be wrong.

he has my respect ,and he may not intend to sway public opinion to his view for the reasons
that i mentioned ,but unfortunately thats how things go and thats how  we are .so in order to
keep things fair and everyone should feel that he has the right  to voice his opinion if its a valid
point without being stifled by intimidation,

lets keep things at status quo.

========================================================================
====

Re: It's all in the name
Posted by sleeepy - 27 Feb 2023 06:29
_____________________________________

sleeepy wrote on 27 Feb 2023 05:29:

iwillmanage wrote on 26 Feb 2023 09:37:

Totally agree, Eerie. I really wish he would post again, it's such a shame. There's so much to
learn from an old timer's perspective. It pierces right through the bluff straight to the point. I'm
available to be mitztaref for hatoras nedorim, if necessary..
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And you probably never met trouble. He also vanished into thin air from one post to the next
some months ago. No farewell party or anything, as if we don't care that he's gone. Brilliantly
camouflaged but always so much wisdom and honesty between the lines. If someone could
bring him back as well, at least for adar…

 regarding Reb cordnoy ,as great as he is ,unfortunately there was a tumult a while ago about 
it,not  saying that he is a bad person c"v ,but when someone posts something and a moderator
disagrees ,it unfairly unbalances the debate due to the feeling if hes the moderator he must be
correct ,even though he says that hes  not posting as a moderator and even though the bar
plugta has a very valid point .

then there is another problem that if the moderator has many chasidim  so due to being faithful
theyll crowd up his thank you box with twenty thank yous while the person who made the
opposing point may be really the one who is correct but due to the lack of thank yous in his box
, people tend to think he must be wrong since his  ty box is  tohu va vah'hu .

so let him him continue doing his great job as moderator  like tuliemod and
menachemmod,and the others that i forgot at this moment . if he really has an important
point to point out let him make an anonymous username and post and the reader can decide on
the merit of the post alone and not due to being intimidated into silence because the moderator
said his opinion,and therefore the other guy MUST be wrong.

he has my respect ,and he may not intend to sway public opinion to his view for the reasons
that i mentioned ,but unfortunately thats how things go and thats how  we are .so in order to
keep things fair and everyone should feel that he has the right  to voice his opinion if its a valid
point without being stifled by intimidation,

lets keep things at status quo.

and how can i forget chaimmod...

========================================================================
====

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

                                   12 / 12

http://www.tcpdf.org

