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An Addicts Al Hanissim, by YVY

G-d, I don't thank You enough, but at this time of Chanuka I'm given the opportunity to focus on
all that | owe as a member of the Jewish people, and as one who has been blessed with Your
miracles and continues to be blessed every day. I'm indebted to You for redeeming me from the
dreadful life I lived, the emptiness, the loneliness of one held prisoner by a merciless, senseless
captor. Thank You for revealing Your infinite power to me - | really needed it; | was and | still
remain powerless. You saved me from definite destruction, from sinking lower and lower into my
lust. You fought my battles, because | could no longer fight. You did this for our Fathers at this
time of year, and | recognize this time of year as one best suited for recognizing that all my
success comes from only You.

In the days of Matisyahu and his family, when the threat of the dominant culture was eating
away at our deep, long standing, relationship, throwing our people into darkness, forgetting our
humble submission to Your will as expressed in the Torah You gave us, driving us away from
living according to Your plans, plans we had committed ourselves to, whether we understood
them or not. We had this essential humility before we were overtaken by the drives to escape
into the self-centered pleasures and beauty of the world around us, to replace Your plans with
our fancy. We took charge. We used to crave only You, and we turned to other sources of
pleasure, dark and artificial, unfulfilling and selfish.

And You, You never gave up on us. In Your great kindness, Your real feelings of mercy for us,
You stood up, revealed your Awesome Wonders when we were entrenched in the narrow
guarters of helplessness and isolation, our corrupt design for living. We could no longer fight -
now You would fight. We couldn't reverse the damage that was done, but You could. We were
weak, we are weak, we came to understand that then. When that became real to us, You
quickly subdued the mighty insurmountable forces we had been fighting for years. There were
so many battles, we had dug ourselves so deep, but you handed that to us too. We were drawn
to so much impurity, buried in so much dirt, soiled, but You showed us we could be pure if we
would only let You fight for us. Evil ones, those who were out to destroy us unmercilessly,
unforgivingly, disappeared in the face of those who chose Your righteous path, those who
submitted, and committed, themselves to working towards the fulfillment of only Your will.

An You thereby made for Yourself a great and holy name in the world. You made it known that
miracles are ready for us when we're ready to see them and live with them. You saved Your
people, You renewed the deep bond we always had, You brought redemption - ah... the relief |
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can and do experience today, and every day.

After our relationship was rekindled, Your precious children, recognizing the love their Father in
heaven continues to have for them, came back home. They devoted themselves to clean up
their side of the street, take actions to remove all resentments and false medications for pains
that drew them away from You. They brought purity to Your home, understanding Your home is
holy, our relationship with You is intimate and profound, and turning from You is unthinkable.
They did not just recognize your love, but they took definite steps to kindle the relationship, to
shine the light of their new clarity living in Your presence, in Your home. They established 8
days to focus on Your kindness then, and always, to devote to thanking You, recognizing Your
infinite power to continually draw them from the ever present darkness. They take those 8 days
with them throughout the year and their lives, never forgetting where they once were and the
infinite light they continue to ignite and kindle.
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